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Order of Blessing Within Mass  

The celebrant addresses the assembly.  

CELEBRANT:  

Our Holy Father Francis has convoked Synod 2023.  In doing so, he has invited the 

People of the Diocese of Grand Falls, together with people of faith throughout the 

world, to discern together the path that God is inviting us to follow. With this 

convocation, Pope Francis invites the entire Church to reflect on a theme that is 

decisive for the life and mission of the Church: “It is precisely this path of 

synodality which God expects of the Church of the third millennium.”
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journey, which follows in the wake of the Church’s “renewal” proposed by the 

Second Vatican Council, is both a gift and a task: by journeying together and 

reflecting together on the journey that has been made, the Church will be able to 

learn through Her experience which processes can help Her to live communion, to 

achieve participation, to open Herself to mission. Our “journeying together” is, in 

fact, what most effectively enacts and manifests the nature of the Church as the 

pilgrim and missionary People of God. 

To effectively respond to this invitation, I have chosen from among the people of 

this diocese, fellow pilgrims who will engage the people of the diocese in 

reflection, dialogue, listening, discerning, and responding. This ‘synodal’ process 

will enable us to discover the mind and heart of God living and speaking to us in 

our communities of faith. 

The celebrant calls forward the Leaders. 

I now call forward: (Names) 

Ms Peggy Doyle, Ms Susan Sullivan, Ms Dianne Barker, Mr Bob Hannaford, Ms Connie Willcott, Ms 

Janis Moores, Fr Moses Nwokocha, Fr Thomas Offong, Fr Brian Colbert 

My friends, you have accepted my invitation to serve your sisters and brothers in 

the Diocese of Grand Falls as Animators of our Synod 2023 Process of reflection, 

dialogue, listening and discernment so that our voices will be heard when the Holy 

Father opens the Synod of Bishops’ 2023. You will be responsible for providing 

opportunities for every person of faith in this Diocese who wishes to be heard to 

gather in prayer, contemplation, and respectful dialogue. You will be responsible 

to encourage people to share with us their hopes and dreams for our beloved 

church. You will be responsible for recording and submitting our collective vision 

for a ‘new Pentecost’ for the Diocese of Grand Falls and the Church Universal. 

Our voice will join the voices of every diocese throughout the world as the Church 
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discerns the mission entrusted to us by the Lord Jesus when he said: “go therefore 

and make disciples of all nations…”.  

I now ask you: Are you willing to undertake this ministry of Leadership as given to 

you by the Church to assist your sisters and brothers of the Diocese of Grand Falls 

to respond to our Holy Father’s invitation to participate fully in the Synod of 2023? 

 R/. I am. 

We bless the name of the Lord for giving us such ‘Companions on the journey’ and 

pray that through the Holy Spirit they will receive the grace they need in their 

service to the Church. 

CELEBRANT:  

The celebrant invites the people to stand and extend their hands in blessing. 

With your Fatherly blessing, Lord, strengthen these ministers of yours 

in their resolve to dedicate themselves as Synod 2023 Leaders. 

Grant that they will strive to empower others to hear the voice of God in their 

hearts, share the voice of God with one another, and lift up the voice of God our 

Holy Father. 

Grant them the joy of knowing that the gifts and talents you have given them are 

now at your service. 

And let them gladly join those they serve in honouring and serving your name. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

R/. Amen.  
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✠ rad 

Bishop Of Grand Falls 

 


